Free School Meals information for Parents 
Could your child be entitled to free school meals (FSM)?
In our school if your child is entitled to FSM then we receive additional funding which we use in the following ways:-
· Providing additional academic support for FSM children who need to boost progress or be challenged further
· Providing financial support towards additional costs of education such as trips
· Providing financial support to allow every FSM child one free (normally paid for) extra-curricular activity after school per week for the whole year.
· Providing financial support towards uniform and equipment
· Additional Educational needs resources
The following information will help you establish whether you qualify.
Who can get free school meals?

All pupils in reception, year one or year two in primary schools are entitled to ‘universal’ free school meals. This is not the same as ‘Free School Meals’ (FSM). Pupils that are eligible for free school meals receive additional funding called ‘Pupil Premium.’ In our school if your child is entitled to Free School meals, you get financial support with other aspects of school life not just the free school meal. (See the list at the top of the page.) If you apply and are eligible even if at some point your circumstances change and you are no longer eligible for the actual free school meal – you will receive the Pupil Premium funding for six years. Which means all the additional supported listed at the top of this letter will continue for the next 6 years. (Or, whilst your child is at our school).

If your child is already receiving free school meals due to your eligibly to a qualifying benefit, there is no need to apply again. Your child will already be included on the school list.

Eligibility
You have to apply to see if you are eligible, as you will not automatically get the additional support
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:
· Universal Credit with a household income of less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get)
· Income-Based Jobseekers' Allowance
· Income-Related Employment and Support Allowance
· Child Tax Credit, not entitled to Working Tax Credit and household income less than £16,190
· Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
· Guarantee element of State Pension Credit
· Income Support
· Working Tax Credit 'run on' – the payment you receive for a further four weeks after you finish work
If your child is currently eligible for free school meals, that eligibility will be protected until Universal Credit is introduced (expected 31 March 2025) even if your circumstances change. If your child is still in education on this date, they will be eligible until they finish the phase of schooling (primary or secondary) they are in.
If you have a younger child starting school in September and you are no longer eligible, they will not be protected because this would be a new claim.
Who can register for pupil premium?
If you receive one of the above benefits that entitles your child to free school meals, you can also register your eligibility with the council so that the school can benefit from additional funding, called pupil premium.
The pupil premium gives schools extra funding to raise the achievement of some pupils. This is measured by the number of children eligible for free school meals based on the above qualifying benefits. It is worth over £1000 per pupil for the school your child attends.
Apply
Apply online
Please note you cannot use this form to apply for:
· children attending a private nursery - they are not entitled to free school meals
For all other applications click the link below:
Apply for free school meals and pupil premium >
What happens next
Lancashire County Council will confirm whether you are eligible by email. If you are eligible, they will let the school know that your child can have free school meals.
Schools differ in how they inform the dinner service who can get free school meals. Please contact school if you have any questions.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Apply by post
Download the application form:
· Free school meals and pupil premium form (PDF 939 KB)
Please return completed forms to:
PO Box 100
Pupil Access Team
Lancashire County Council
County Hall
Fishergate Hill
Preston PR1 0LD
If you apply by post we will notify you by email, or post if you do not provide an email address.
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